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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Sacramento, Calif. – August 5, 2009. The Land Trust Accreditation Commission, an independent program of the Land Trust Alliance, announced today that Sacramento Valley Conservancy has been awarded accredited status. 

“Accredited land trusts meet national quality standards for protecting important natural places and working lands forever,” said Commission Executive Director Tammara Van Ryn. “The accreditation seal lets the public know that the accredited land trust has undergone an extensive, external review of the governance and management of its organization and the systems and policies it uses to protect land.”

"Lean times favor the fittest, strongest and most nimble. Now is the time for all us to be creative and unconventional. The Land Trust Accreditation process provided one of the best ways for SVC to retool, revamp, reexamine and energize so we can be more effective now and to strongly serve future generations," said Aimee Rutledge, Executive Director of the Sacramento Valley Conservancy. "When we save a piece of land, we also have to stick around and take care of it and make it accessible for people--that's hard work, and now we stand much better equipped to do it well for a long time."

Sacramento Valley Conservancy is the oldest local land trust serving the Sacramento Region.  The Conservancy has protected over 10,000 acres of heritage land since 1990 for future generations to use for recreation, local farming and ranching, homes for wildlife, outdoor classrooms for local youth, scenic vistas and flood safety.  The Conservancy manages the 4,000-acre Deer Creek Hills Preserve, including public hiking, horseback and biking tours, and youth overnight and day trips.  And, the Conservancy just recently protected the almost 1,700-acre Elkhorn Basin Ranch, in partnership with the Yolo Land Trust.  “Treasures of the Valley” on October 1 from 5:30-8pm at the CSUS Alumni Center offers a great opportunity to join the Conservancy staff and board and supporters for live jazz, fun, local wineries and brews and to find out more.  Visit www.sacramentovalleyconservancy.org for more information.






-MORE-

Land is America’s most important and valuable resource. Conserving land helps ensure clean air and drinking water, food security, scenic landscapes and views, recreational places, and habitat for the diversity of life on earth. Across the country, local citizens and communities have come together to form land trusts to save the places they love. Community leaders in land trusts throughout the country have worked with willing landowners to save over 37 million acres of farms, forests, parks and places people care about. Strong, well-managed land trusts provide local communities with effective champions and caretakers of their critical land resources, and safeguard the land through the generations. 

Sacramento Valley Conservancy was awarded accreditation this August along with other land trusts from across the country.*  These land trusts join 59 other land trusts from across the country that have been awarded accreditation since the fall of 2008. Accredited land trusts are able to display a seal indicating to the public that they meet national standards for excellence, uphold the public trust and ensure that conservation efforts are permanent. The seal is a mark of distinction in land conservation.

About the Sacramento Valley Conservancy:

The Sacramento Valley Conservancy is private, non-profit land trust founded in 1990 on two basic principles–that open lands are necessary for quality of life and that we must save land today so future generations may enjoy its benefits tomorrow.  The Conservancy buys land only from willing sellers, and works cooperatively with private landowners and public and private funding sources to create win-win solutions. 

More information about SVC, including the East Sacramento Blue Oak Hills Area project, including the 4,000-acre Deer Creek Hills Oak Woodland Preserve and Working Ranch, our Sacramento Prairie Vernal Pool Area, the Dry Creek Parkway, SMUD Nature Preserve, the Elkhorn Basin Ranch and other projects can be found on the organization’s website at www.sacramentovalleyconservancy.org.  Donations can be made to the Sacramento Valley Conservancy at P.O. Box 163351, Sacramento, CA 95816 or call 916/492-0908.

About the Land Trust Accreditation Commission

The Land Trust Accreditation Commission, based in Saratoga Springs, N.Y., awards the accreditation seal to community institutions that meet national quality standards for protecting important natural places and working lands forever. The Commission, an independent program of the Land Trust Alliance established in 2006, is governed by a volunteer board of diverse land conservation and nonprofit management experts from around the country. The Alliance, of which SVC is a member, is a national conservation group based in Washington, D.C. that works to save the places people love by strengthening conservation throughout America. More information on the accreditation program is available on the Commission’s website, www.landtrustaccreditation.org. More information on the Alliance is available at www.landtrustalliance.org.
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